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Abstract 
 
The European integration process has brought with it a democratic deficit, which is 
characterized by a shift of political power from the national to the European level, but also from 
the legislative to the executive power. National parliaments were often seen as passive 
players, unable to scrutinize efficiently their respective government. Since the Maastricht 
Treaty, but even more since the Lisbon Treaty, national parliaments receive more attention 
from the executive and adapt their internal structures and their functioning to the imperatives 
of the European integration process. In this context, the aim of my research project will be to 
analyze to what extent national parliaments have undertaken institutional reforms (both 
political and administrative) in order to improve their influence on the national and European 
decision-making process. Comparing the Austrian, German, Finnish and Luxembourg 
parliaments, I will verify to what extent they have been “Europeanized” and became 
professionalized in the field of European affairs. From a bottom-up perspective, the institutional 
2Europeanization” means the way national parliaments have improved the scrutiny of their 
governments, as well as their monitoring and participation rights in European affairs. Most of 
the studies focusing on national parliaments and their role in European affairs are quantitative 
and usually concentrate on a few internal structures or specific aspects of the 
“Europeanization” of legislatures. However, the Europeanization of national parliaments 
cannot be measured only by analysing the activities of European Affairs Committees or by 
comparing whole parliaments without taking their internal differences into account. Based on 
the comparison of the above-mentioned parliaments, this project will therefore concentrate on 
both internal and external institutional and political changes which have occurred in national 
legislatures since the mid-1990’s, but also on sociological aspects, by analysing how and if 
European Affairs have become more attractive for individual players working within these 
structures. 
 


